FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH WESLACO

to know Him and to make Him known

HOW TO FIND FULFILLMENT AS A CHRISTIAN
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WHAT HAPPENS WHEN A PERSON BECOMES A CHRISTIAN?
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If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your
heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 3 4506
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FULFILLMENT THROUGH SPENDING TIME WITH HIM
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1. Because we are made in the image of God.
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2. Because we know God wants us to know Him.

I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord,
for whom | have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, ... that | may

know Him and the power of His resurrection. . <(=945
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3. Because Jesus invited us to a relationship.

Here | am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the
door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me. 3 <0:5
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So how can you develop a time alone with God?
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P is for Prepare. $ 0
Place #
G
Period
Plan C &
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R is for Routine. $ &
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Ready # &
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Read # > ?
Respond # -
Remember 1
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Reflect
SPACE is for how you should reflect in your time with God. 0
) Sin -
) Promise -
) Attitude -
) Command -
) Example -

The important thing is to take time out of your day and spend it with God. You can never
be all God intends you to be without spending time with Him.
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FULFILLMENT THROUGH PRAYER
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I And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the
synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men. I tell you the truth, they have
received their reward in full. 7 J0F

I After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. When
evening came, he was there alone ... 7 4@0:<

I Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off
to a solitary place, where he prayed. 7  4(<F

I This, then, is how you should pray: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our
daily bread. Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us

not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.” 7 ;0694<
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Why pray at all if God knows everything?
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What is the key to prayer?
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Ask God to teach you how to pray and strengthen your faith in the process.

FULFILLMENT THROUGH BIBLE STUDY

What the Bible Is

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. :
<04;9%4J
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The purpose of the Bible

...these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by
believing you may have life in His name. :50<4
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Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow in your salvation.
4. :0:

For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the
first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food. For
everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe.
But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have
their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. + F04:94@
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How should one study the Bible?
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Interesting Bible facts
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Ask God to give you a love for the Bible as you seek to study and put into practice the things
you discover in it.

FULFILLMENT THROUGH CONTACT WITH OTHER CHRISTIANS

Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done through the

apostles. Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, and sold their
possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need. So continuing daily
with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food
with gladness and simplicity of heart, praising God and having favor with all the people. And
the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved. 200<96J

Why is being active in a church so important?

And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the
assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so

much the more as you see the Day approaching. + 450:@9:F
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1. To stimulate each other to service
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2. Toencourage each other
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What about the hypocrites?

When a crowd of many thousands had gathered, so that they were trampling on one another,
Jesus began to speak first to his disciples, saying: “Be on your guard against the yeast of

the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.” " 4:04
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FULFILLMENT THROUGH USING YOUR GIFTS
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The body at work

God composed the body ... that there should be no schism in the body, but that the members
should have the same care for one another. And if one member suffers, all the members suffer

with it; or if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it. 4 4:0:09:;
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What are the benefits of using my gifts?

But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift ... and He
Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and
teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body
of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and the knowledge of the Son of God, to a

perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ. C @0J 4494<
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2. Unity
3. Growth

What are the gifts?

PAGE 8 OF 13



FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH WESLACO — HOW TO FIND FULFILLMENT AS A CHRISTIAN

1. Prophecy K , H

2. Teaching C ,
3. Exhortation / Encouragement H

4. Mercy K H
5. Service/ Helping + H H

6. Giving . 8

7. Leadership/Administration B G H

How can | know my gift?

1
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1. Acknowledge that you have a gift

As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the
manifold grace of God. 4 . @045

) & +
2. Study what the Bible teaches
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3. Ask God to show you your gift and how He wants you to use it
If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without

reproach, and it will be given to him. 40F
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4. Try different things until you find one the Lord blesses
$ *

# &

PAGE 9 OF 13



FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH WESLACO — HOW TO FIND FULFILLMENT AS A CHRISTIAN

5. Ask yourself, “What do I like to do for God?”
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6. Listen to what others say about you
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7. Ask yourself, “Where is my burden?”
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Ask God to help you find a place in our church to use the gifts He has given to you.

FULFILLMENT THROUGH THE RESOURCES GOD HAS GIVEN YOU
&
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What is the purpose of possessions?
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Truths about giving

0
1. Itisto be voluntary

So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for
God loves a cheerful giver. : 60J
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2. Itis to be generous

Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will
also reap generously. : 60;
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3. Itis to be a systematic discipline

On the first day of the week let each one of you lay something aside, storing up as he
may prosper, that there be no collections when | come. 4 4;0:

4. Itis to be done without display

Be careful not to do your “acts of righteousness” before men, to be seen by them. If
you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. So when you give to
the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues
and on the streets, to be honored by men. I tell you the truth, they have received
their reward in full. But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know
what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. Then your
Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 7 ;0490

5. Itis to be done as an act of faith

Therefore | say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you
will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food
and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow
nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not
of more value than they? Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his
stature? So why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how
they grow: they neither toil nor spin; and yet | say to you that even Solomon in all
his glory was not arrayed like one of these. Now if God so clothes the grass of the
field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more
clothe you, O you of little faith? Therefore do not worry, saying, “What shall we
eat?” or “What shall we drink?” or “What shall we wear?”” For after all these
things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these
things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these
things shall be added to you. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for
tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.
7 ;0:F9<@
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6. Itis to be done because we are stewards

Then God said, Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule
over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth,
and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”” So God created man in his
own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.
God blessed them and said to them, ““Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the
earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over
every living creature that moves on the ground.” & 40:;9:=
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Ask God to help you plan your finances including what you should be giving to Him and His
church.

FULFILLMENT THROUGH TELLING OTHERS

Now there were four men with leprosy at the entrance of the city gate. They said to each
other, ““Why stay here until we die?”” If we say, “We’ll go into the city”” — the famine is there,
and we will die. And if we stay here, we will die. So let’s go over to the camp of the Arameans
and surrender. If they spare us, we live; if they kill us, then we die. - A J0<9@
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God had been at work providing for them.

At dusk they got up and went to the camp of the Arameans. When they reached the edge of the
camp, not a man was there, for the Lord had caused the Arameans to hear the sound of
chariots and horses and a great army, so that they said to one another, ““Look, the king of
Israel has hired the Hittite and Egyptian kings to attack us!”” So they got up and fled in the
dusk and abandoned their tents and their horses and donkeys. They left the camp as it was
and ran for their lives. - A JOF9J
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All they needed was provided and then some. The men who had leprosy reached the edge of
the camp and entered one of the tents. They ate and drank, and carried away silver, gold and
clothes, and went off and hid them. They returned and entered another tent and took some
things from it and hid them also. : A Ji=
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Then they said to each other, “We’re not doing right. This is a day of good news and we are
keeping it to ourselves. If we wait until daylight, punishment will overtake us. Let’s go at once
and report this to the royal palace.” : A J06
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“We went into the Aramean camp and not a man was there — not a sound of anyone — only
tethered horses and donkeys, and the tents left just as they were. The gatekeepers shouted the
news, and it was reported within the palace.” : A J045%44
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Have you shared what you know with those around you?

WHAT COMES NEXT?
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