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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH WESLACO 
to know Him and to make Him known 

HOW TO FIND FULFILLMENT AS A CHRISTIAN 
Christians define fulfillment as a level of immense personal satisfaction, happiness, comfort and 

contentment which only comes through living your life as Jesus wants. There is no way to 

describe what it’s like – you can only experience it to find out how wonderful it is. And there is 

no way to attain fulfillment other than through devotion to Jesus Christ.  

Fulfillment begins by deciding that you must trust Jesus as your personal Lord and Savior. You 

should check out the “God Questions” section of our website at www.firstweslaco.org if you do 

not know exactly what that means. 

If you have done that, the next step is to learn how to begin to live your life in obedience to Christ 

– just the way He wants – just the way you promised when you accepted Him as your Lord. But 

what does this mean? And how can you do this? That is where this paper becomes important. 

Perhaps you remember what it was like when you first learned to drive a car. You found all of the 

traffic rules, regulations and signs somewhat confusing. You were hesitant when you started the 

car, shifted it into gear, and set out into the world. Heavy traffic, parallel parking and high speed 

expressways were things to be avoided. 

Now think about what it is like for you to drive a car today. If you are like most people, you 

hardly give all of these things a second thought. You just get into your vehicle, turn the key, and 

go. After you became accustomed to operating a vehicle, driving became almost second nature. 

Learning how to reach fulfillment as a new Christian is like learning to drive. It seems difficult 

and confusing at first. But after a little practice, leading a Christian lifestyle and enjoying all of 

the blessings it provides will become almost routine. 

This paper will help you learn how to become the kind of Christian that God wants you to be. It 

begins by telling you what happens when you become a Christian. Then, you learn how you can 

begin to reach fulfillment through: spending time with Him, prayer, Bible study, contact with 

other Christians, using your gifts, using the resources God has given you, and telling others. 

We recommend you study them in order, and implement the teachings in each lesson before 

moving on to the next one. 

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN A PERSON BECOMES A CHRISTIAN?  
This issue of what will happen to you after you accept Christ is the most important question you 

can ever ask except for “Am I really saved?” You need to know the answer in order to prepare 

yourself for what follows your decision to follow Christ. 

If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your 
 heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. Romans 10:9 

If you have really become a Christian, then your life will change. It will be immediate. It will be 

significant. And it will increase over time. This is because, as pointed out in the scripture shown 

directly above, when a person accepts Jesus as Savior, they also accept Him as Lord.  

When we call Jesus “Lord,” we are not just stating our respect for Him. We are acknowledging 

that we belong to Jesus as his bondservant. This doesn’t just mean that we worship Jesus as the 
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one true God. In fact, it also means that we are committed to serving Jesus as our Supreme 

Master. We are committing to give Him complete authority over our lives. A Christian is a person 

under new management. No area of a believer’s life is exempt. 

As humans, we often fail at letting Jesus take complete control of our lives. However, this is not 

an excuse to just give up and live our lives the way we want to live. We must remember that just 

as a baby has to learn many new things once born into this world, we as new Christians have 

much to learn. Just as our parents were there to help us take those first steps, Jesus is there to help 

us. We grow stronger as we practice and learn from our mistakes. It is pleasing to God when we 

strive to do His will above all else. We also experience a deep satisfaction and peace when we are 

faithful to Him. 

So how can you begin to experience this satisfaction and peace? We recommend that you start by 

learning how to spend time with Jesus.  

FULFILLMENT THROUGH SPENDING TIME WITH HIM 
Most of us will never get to meet, let alone know, an extremely important person such as the 

President of the United States, the Pope, the head of a multinational corporation, or a 

commanding general. They are too busy and have too many responsibilities to become closely 

involved in our day-to-day lives. 

This is not the kind of relationship we are to have with God. He has powers and abilities far in 

excess of anything the greatest human can muster. And God wants us to have a first-name-basis 

kind of relationship with Him. So how do we know this? 

1. Because we are made in the image of God. 

In your Bible, read Genesis 1:26-31. Being made in the image of God gives humanity a 

unique quality shared with no other part of creation. Many have debated over exactly what 

this image includes, but all agree that it infers the ability to have a relationship with God. This 

“image” points to our purpose in creation – to know God personally. 

2. Because we know God wants us to know Him. 

I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, 
for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, … that I may 
know Him and the power of His resurrection. Philippians 3:8-10 

There are many ways we can know something. There is intuitive knowledge-things like 

hunger (no one really has to tell you when you are hungry). There is factual knowledge-such 

as 2 plus 2 equals 4, and trees are made of wood. Then there is knowledge from experience-

knowing fire burns because you have been burned before (you KNOW and FEEL this 

knowledge). It is this last kind of knowledge that Paul was referring to in Philippians. It is 

one thing to know facts about someone, it is another thing to KNOW that person. 

3. Because Jesus invited us to a relationship. 

Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the 
door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me. Revelation. 3:20  

Jesus used the picture of two friends sitting down for supper to catch up on things. The God 

who created everything, the all-powerful God, wants to sit down and visit with you and I just 

like we would do for a meal with our very best friend. 
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Have you ever noticed couples who have been married for a long time? Some of them walk 

alike, they may talk alike, they may even look like each other. One can give the other a 

certain look and their spouse knows exactly what they are thinking. 

Christ invites us to be a follower of His [Luke 9:23] and an imitator [Ephesians 5:1]. This 

means we take on Jesus’ character and His thoughts. Paul called this being “transformed” 

[Romans 12:1-2]. This transformation, or change in our life, continues the rest of our life as 

we get to know God more and more. The more we spend time with God, the more we will 

imitate Him in our lives. 

So how can you develop a time alone with God? 

We recommend you use the 3 P’s the 5 R’s and SPACE. Here’s what we mean: 

P is for Prepare. You should prepare by picking a: 

Place Set aside a location where you can be alone and distractions can be 

minimized 

Period Pick a time when you are at your best and most alert 

Plan Establish a game plan for spending time with God. The focus of any plan 

should be the study of scripture. There are many Bible study plans and 

programs. For example, you can try to read the entire Bible in one year; 

or you can start with the Gospel According to Matthew and read one 

chapter each day. The important thing is to come up with something that 

works for you and then stick with it. 

R is for Routine. You should get into the routine of spending time with God. The best way 

to do this is: 

Ready Say a simple prayer asking God to show you something to help you face 

the day and become more like Him. 

Read A portion of Scripture (depends upon the plan you are using). 

Respond Ask yourself what does this Scripture mean to me? 

Remember Write down your thoughts and discoveries and look at them through the 

day (or the next day as the case may be). You may want to share what 

you have discovered with a friend. 

Reflect Think about how to put this scripture to use in your everyday life.  

SPACE is for how you should reflect in your time with God. Ask yourself: 

Is there a Sin to confess? 

Is there a Promise to claim? 

Is there an Attitude to change? 

Is there a Command to obey? 

Is there an Example to follow? 

The important thing is to take time out of your day and spend it with God. You can never 
be all God intends you to be without spending time with Him. 
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FULFILLMENT THROUGH PRAYER 
The next step as you continue to grow in satisfaction and peace is to learn more about prayer.  

Prayer is simply dialogue between God and people. It includes God listening to us as we listen to 

Him. Prayer is a sincere, from-the-heart conversation with the God of the Universe. The One who 

created us and loves us wants to hear from us. It is as necessary to the spiritual life as oxygen is to 

the physical life. Prayer should become a way of life for us – as natural as breathing. 

Jesus set the example for us to follow when it comes to prayer. After watching Him pray, the 

disciples asked Jesus to teach them to pray. [Luke 11:1] Here are a few of the things the disciples 

heard and saw: 

• And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the 
synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men. I tell you the truth, they have 
received their reward in full. Matthew 6:5 

• After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. When 
evening came, he was there alone … Matthew 14:23 

• Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off 
to a solitary place, where he prayed. Mark 1:35 

• This, then, is how you should pray: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.” Matthew 6:9-13 

Now read John 17:1-25 in your Bible and look for specific things Jesus requested, the ways He 

addressed God, and the focus of His requests. 

In 1 Thessalonians 5:17, Paul directed Christians to “pray without ceasing.” He was encouraging 

us to be in a constant attitude of prayer, much like a conversation with a friend would progress 

over days and weeks. 

Prayer is not an attempt to force God to do our will; instead it is an effort to be open to His 

direction in our life. Prayer is not laying out our stubborn will before God and asking for His 

approval; it is yielding what we want to what He wants for us. Ultimately, it is His plan that is 

best for us. 

Why pray at all if God knows everything? 

If we understand that God is real and our relationship with Him is to be a personal one, then we 

will understand prayer. We express words of encouragement and love to our friends and family 

even though they already know we love them. Why? Because such expressions are part of our 

personal relationship with these people. Yes, God is aware of everything in our lives. However, 

prayer is a confirmation and recognition of our personal relationship with Him. 

What is the key to prayer? 

One of the most important matters concerning prayer is regularity. Prayer needs to be a continual 

part of your everyday life and not just the words spoken in time of crisis or when you are drifting 

off to sleep. A regular prayer life will pay immeasurable dividends in your life.  

One thing you can do to help you is develop a prayer journal. It doesn’t need to be complicated. 

In a notebook, list prayer requests, being specific with your request and noting the date. As these 

requests are answered, keep a record of how they were answered. In time, looking back at how 

God answered these prayers will become a real encouragement to you. 
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Another idea would be to pray for a specific kind of request on different days. You may pray for 

your family on Monday, friends on Tuesday, co-workers on Wednesday, and so on. 

Ask God to teach you how to pray and strengthen your faith in the process. 

FULFILLMENT THROUGH BIBLE STUDY 
The next step in spiritual development is through Bible study.  

Bible study provides the spiritual nourishment necessary to grow as a Christian. It is through 

digesting the truths of the Word of God that you can understand all God desires you to be and do. 

The Bible is the way God chose to speak to us. It helps us to know who we are and how we are to 

be. 

What the Bible Is 

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 2 

Timothy 3:16-17 

The Bible is the revelation of God to man, through man. 

Being “God-breathed” points to the fact that the Holy Spirit worked through the human spirit of 

the writers, guiding the process. 

As you look at the passage above, circle the things for which Scripture is useful and underline the 

end result. If you and I want to be equipped for every good work, we must learn what the Bible 

says and put its truth into practice in every area of our lives. 

The purpose of the Bible 

...these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by 
believing you may have life in His name. John 20:31 

One purpose of the Bible is that persons might believe. Through Scripture, we come to 

understand our need for a Savior and to be forgiven and how God has provided this through His 

Son. 

Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow in your salvation. 
1 Peter 2:2 

A second purpose is that believers might grow. The Bible is our main source for Christian 

growth. 

For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the 
first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food. For 
everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. 
But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have 
their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. Hebrews 5:12-14 

When we become a Christian we are just like a new born child. We must rely on others to help us 

get the spiritual nourishment we need. Eventually, as we mature spiritually, we take the 

responsibility of feeding ourselves. The next stage of spiritual maturity is when we begin to feed 

others and share the truths of Scripture with others. This maturing process takes time and effort.  

How should one study the Bible? 

The process of Bible study involves discovering the truth of what the original writer meant and 

what it means to us. A person who wishes to study the Bible will need a good study Bible in an 
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understandable translation. One might also want a commentary of the Bible which would give 

you the historical background necessary for understanding each book. A Bible commentary 

presents ideas and understandings about specific parts of the Bible that may be helpful. A Bible 

dictionary would also be helpful as you locate grammar and words that are difficult to understand. 

As you begin your study you will want to find a resource that guides you through the study 

process. One such resource is the Bible study guide used in your Sunday School class. This 

resource will enable you to concentrate on subject areas and themes that are crucial in 

understanding the Bible. Before each week’s Sunday School lesson, you will want to spend some 

time reading the selected Bible passages and the comments in the Bible study guide. This will 

help you be prepared to discuss the Bible passages and get answers to your questions. 

In time, you will want to dig deeper in your Bible study. You may want to study just one section 

of Scripture, one book, or a theme. Resources are available for doing this at your local Christian 

book store. You may want to ask your Sunday School teacher or a minister to assist you in 

finding a resource to help you do this. 

Interesting Bible facts 

• God used 40 different men over 1600 years to write the Old and New Testaments. 

• The Bible was written in three languages: Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek. 

• The first English Bible was translated in AD 1388. 

• There are 66 books of the Bible, 39 in the Old Testament and 27 in the New Testament. 

• The entire Bible is made up of 1189 chapters. 

• The shortest chapter is Psalm 117 and the longest is Psalm 119. 

• The shortest verse in the Bible is John 11:35 and the longest verse is Esther 8:9. 

Ask God to give you a love for the Bible as you seek to study and put into practice the things 
you discover in it. 

FULFILLMENT THROUGH CONTACT WITH OTHER CHRISTIANS 
The next thing you should do in maturing as a Christian is to learn how to make contact with 

other Christians.  

Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done through the 
apostles. Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, and sold their 
possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need. So continuing daily 
with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food 
with gladness and simplicity of heart, praising God and having favor with all the people. And 
the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved. Acts 2:43-47 

As you read the above passage, you can see some of the things this group of Christians did in the 

early church and what happened as a result of what they did together. 

Why is being active in a church so important? 

And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the 
assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so 
much the more as you see the Day approaching. Hebrews 10:24-25 

The writer of the Book of Hebrews directed Christians “not to forsake the assembling of 

themselves” (Hebrews 10:25). The writer gave two reasons for Christians to come together. 
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1. To stimulate each other to service 

In Hebrews 10:24, the writer used a strong word in this text that carries with it the idea of 

provoking someone to action. It carries the idea of spurring another person on as one 

might do while riding a horse. It should be noted that this spurring is a mutual action. It is 

not one person pushing everyone else to do acts of service, but rather each individual 

stimulating others to do acts of service as they are being stimulated to service by the ones 

they are stimulating. Solomon described this same kind of idea in terms of “iron sharpens 

iron” [Proverbs. 27:17]. When a person sharpens a knife or tool, it requires the use of 

another instrument of equal or greater strength. It can not be sharpened of and by itself. 

Solomon implied that we as individuals need others to help us become all God intends us 

to be. 

2. To encourage each other 

It may seem like the writer of Hebrews was repeating himself in Hebrews 10:25, but 

there is a difference in encouraging and stimulating. This encouraging appears to relate to 

being true to the Christian faith and gaining strength when facing difficulties. The trials 

of everyday life can be enough to keep us from being all God wants us to be, but the 

writer noted that this encouragement would be more important as “the day,” the return of 

Christ, approached. Later in this letter, the writer will note that some of the Hebrews had 

already experienced persecution for their faith [Hebrews 10:34]. Other writers of the New 

Testament note persecution of Christians as escalating as the return of Christ draws near. 

That appears to be the case in our world today as more and more Christians are being 

persecuted and killed because of their faith in Christ. As we face potential persecution 

and deal with the difficulties of life, we need encouragement to continue to trust God in 

our lives. This kind of encouragement can only come from other Christians. 

What about the hypocrites? 

When a crowd of many thousands had gathered, so that they were trampling on one another, 
Jesus began to speak first to his disciples, saying: “Be on your guard against the yeast of 
the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.” Luke 12:1 

It is obvious that Jesus valued the assembling of God’s people and being a part of that assembly. 

Luke described this as being Jesus’ habit. It should be noted that Jesus went to the synagogue on 

a regular basis even though he did not agree with their leadership. 

Jesus confronted the Pharisees on several occasions and was very plain with them. However, 

Jesus did not allow His evaluation of the religious leaders to get in His way of assembling with 

God’s people. He set the example for us to follow. The church will never be perfect, but that is no 

reason for us to miss out on what God has for us by refusing to be involved in a church. 

FULFILLMENT THROUGH USING YOUR GIFTS 
The next step in spiritual development is to learn what is meant by the term “spiritual gifts,” what 

spiritual gifts you have been given by God, and how you can use them for your personal 

satisfaction. 

Love can make us do some incredible things in our lives. A spouse’s love for their mate. A 

parent’s love for a child. A person’s love for success and self-esteem. All of these have led to 

remarkable stories of accomplishment. 
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God wants for us to do some incredible things for His kingdom while here on earth. Doing these 

things begins with a passion for God. This passion will drive us to find new ways of expressing 

our love for Him through service to others. 

The body at work 

God composed the body … that there should be no schism in the body, but that the members 
should have the same care for one another. And if one member suffers, all the members suffer 
with it; or if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it. 1 Corinthians 12:24-26 

In 1 Corinthians 12:12-27, Paul describes the Body of Christ – his church. Paul points out that we 

“are not one member, but many” and that we are to work together using our individual gifts and 

talents as one unit.  

When someone accepts Christ as Savior, the Holy Spirit takes up permanent residence in the life 

of the individual. This presence unites every believer into the body of Christ. 

Each part has importance. Within the church, every member plays an important role. While some 

roles may be more high profile, no one role played by a church member is of greater or lesser 

importance. Each member has a contribution to make and is missed when they fail to be what 

God has called them to be and do. 

Each member must rely on the other members of our church family. While we may be able to 

survive on a spiritual island, if we were honest, we would all have to admit we would prefer to 

live in a spiritual metropolis where we could rely on others for strength and encouragement. 

What are the benefits of using my gifts? 

But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift … and He 
Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and 
teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body 
of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and the knowledge of the Son of God, to a 
perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ. Ephesians 4:7, 11-13 

In the above passage, Paul noted at least three benefits for the church when Christians exercise 

their gifts. These benefits are: 

1. Strength 

God has given individuals spiritual gifts to carry out the work of the church and for 

service to others Christians. The ultimate purpose is seen in the statement “for the 

building up of the body of Christ” (v. 12). 

2. Unity 

This is the result of Christians exercising his or her spiritual gift for the cause of Christ. 

They are all working toward a common goal, building up the body of Christ. 

3. Growth 

This growth is two fold. As the Christian exercises his or her spiritual gift, personal 

spiritual growth is experienced. This growth in individuals also causes growth in the body 

of Christ. 

What are the gifts? 

There are a variety of ideas and lists that have been developed by many people. One good list, 

while not complete does serve as a basic framework from where to start. Consider the following 

seven gifts: 
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1. Prophecy – Declaring Biblical truths, pointing the way; taking a stand based upon 

principle. 

2. Teaching – Explaining Biblical truths. 

3. Exhortation / Encouragement – Communicating care and concern; motivating and 

supporting. 

4. Mercy – Demonstrating care; being sympathetic to the hurts and pains others may have. 

5. Service / Helping – Helping others; seeking to meet specific needs; usually working 

behind the scenes. 

6. Giving – Providing resources. Usually someone who is sensitive to how money is spent 

and used. 

7. Leadership/Administration – Organizing work; evaluating the needs of the church, 

developing an action plan for solving those needs, and enlisting the support of others in 

participation. 

How can I know my gift? 

We have found the following seven steps are invaluable in helping people discover where their 

gifts lie: 

1. Acknowledge that you have a gift 

As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the 
manifold grace of God. 1 Peter 4:10 

Peter made it clear that each member of the church has received a spiritual gift when they 

became a Christian. It is a matter of you agreeing with what God has said in His word.  

2. Study what the Bible teaches 

Some passages you may want to look at are 1 Corinthians 12 and Romans 12. As you 

examine these passages, keep in mind that some of those gifts may be expressed in very 

contemporary terms in our day. The forms through which the gifts are expressed may 

vary from age to age. 

3. Ask God to show you your gift and how He wants you to use it 

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without 
reproach, and it will be given to him. James 1:5 

God is more concerned about you having insight into your spiritual gift, than you are in 

understanding your spiritual gift. If you are going to pray effectively for understanding of 

your spiritual gift, there needs to be a commitment to use that giftedness. God gave you 

the gift to make you an effective part of His body, so when you ask for insight into your 

gift, be ready to use it. 

4. Try different things until you find one the Lord blesses 

You are more likely to discover your gift while you are using it, than while you are just 

sitting. So, instead of passively sitting by and waiting on God to show you your gift, find 

something that interests you and begin to do it. Find a need and begin to meet it. 
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5. Ask yourself, “What do I like to do for God?” 

Some people have a mistaken idea that if they could ever find the will of God for their 

lives that it would be something that would make them miserable. The opposite is the 

truth. If you can ever find the will of God for your life, it will be the delight of your heart. 

6. Listen to what others say about you 

Sometimes God speaks to us through others. Others may see in us a giftedness that we do 

not see in ourselves. 

7. Ask yourself, “Where is my burden?” 

Is there something that is a continuing concern to your heart? It may be that God is 

speaking to you concerning His will for your life through that burden. If you don’t have a 

burden, then ask God for a burden. Every child of God needs to be carrying a burden for 

some aspect of the work of the Lord. Burdens and giftedness can be closely related to 

each other. 

Ask God to help you find a place in our church to use the gifts He has given to you. 

FULFILLMENT THROUGH THE RESOURCES GOD HAS GIVEN YOU 
God has also given you many other resources. The next step in spiritual development to learn 

how you can use them for your personal satisfaction.  

God owns everything. Everything we see is His creation. Everything we “create” is made of 

something God has already created. 

What is the purpose of possessions? 

Scripture tells us that God gave you possessions to be used in the following ways: 

1. To provide for your family – 1 Timothy 5:4-8 

2. To provide for others in need – 1 John 3:17-18 

3. To be enjoyed – 1 Timothy 6:17 

4. To spread the Gospel – Philippians 1:5 

5. To provide spiritual leaders – Galatians 6:6 

Truths about giving 

As you can see from the above, some of the reasons God has provided you with possessions is so 

that you can further His mission. God also provides these vital instructions concerning how this is 

to be done: 

1. It is to be voluntary 

So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for 
God loves a cheerful giver. 2 Corinthians 9:7 

No one is forced to give to the church. However, our gifts are to be an expression of our 

love for God. Just as we demonstrate our love to friends and family by giving them gifts, 

so should be our attitude toward giving to God.  

2. It is to be generous 

Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will 
also reap generously. 2 Corinthians 9:6  
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3. It is to be a systematic discipline 

On the first day of the week let each one of you lay something aside, storing up as he 
may prosper, that there be no collections when I come. 1 Corinthians 16:2 

Paul knew that if they waited to give what was left over, they would never give. It is 

always best to have a systematic plan for how you use your money and giving to God 

should be a part of that plan.  

4. It is to be done without display 

Be careful not to do your “acts of righteousness” before men, to be seen by them. If 
you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. So when you give to 
the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues 
and on the streets, to be honored by men. I tell you the truth, they have received 
their reward in full. But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know 
what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. Then your 
Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. Matthew 6:1-4  

5. It is to be done as an act of faith 

Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you 
will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food 
and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow 
nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not 
of more value than they? Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his 
stature? So why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how 
they grow: they neither toil nor spin; and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all 
his glory was not arrayed like one of these. Now if God so clothes the grass of the 
field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more 
clothe you, O you of little faith? Therefore do not worry, saying, “What shall we 
eat?” or “What shall we drink?” or “What shall we wear?” For after all these 
things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these 
things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these 
things shall be added to you. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for 
tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble. 
Matthew 6:25-34 

When we give, we are demonstrating our trust in God. In a way we are showing that we 

trust Him to provide for our needs and that we believe His promises are true.  

6. It is to be done because we are stewards 

 Then God said, Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule 
over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, 
and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” So God created man in his 
own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 
God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the 
earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over 
every living creature that moves on the ground.” Genesis 1:26-28 

When God created humanity, He gave us the task of watching over and caring for His 

creation.  

Jesus told several parables that included the idea of humanity being responsible for the 

things entrusted to them. As a steward, entrusted with overseeing a specific area or item, 

we are to do what we can to make that area or item productive. Being productive, 
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however, is not based upon our ideas or definitions, but rather upon creating an increase 

that pleases God, the Owner, and contributes to His aims. 

Ask God to help you plan your finances including what you should be giving to Him and His 
church. 

FULFILLMENT THROUGH TELLING OTHERS 
The last step in this series of lessons is to learn how to obtain personal satisfaction by sharing the 

message of Christ with others.  

Now there were four men with leprosy at the entrance of the city gate. They said to each 
other, “Why stay here until we die?” If we say, “We’ll go into the city” – the famine is there, 
and we will die. And if we stay here, we will die. So let’s go over to the camp of the Arameans 
and surrender. If they spare us, we live; if they kill us, then we die. 2 Kings 7:3-4 

In 2 Kings 7, we find an interesting story about four lepers. The first thing we discover about 

them is they had a problem and were hopeless. 

Leprosy is a disease that has no cure. The men had no hope and with a famine going on, they 

would have been the very last to receive food. This same kind of hopelessness could describe 

how you and I were before we became a Christian – sin was our problem and we had no hope of 

overcoming it. 

God had been at work providing for them. 

At dusk they got up and went to the camp of the Arameans. When they reached the edge of the 
camp, not a man was there, for the Lord had caused the Arameans to hear the sound of 
chariots and horses and a great army, so that they said to one another, “Look, the king of 
Israel has hired the Hittite and Egyptian kings to attack us!” So they got up and fled in the 
dusk and abandoned their tents and their horses and donkeys. They left the camp as it was 
and ran for their lives. 2 Kings 7:5-7 

Paul declared that while you and I were sinners, Christ was willing to die in our place so we could 

have eternal life. [Romans 5:8] God was at work well before you and I ever realized we needed 

forgiveness!  

All they needed was provided and then some. The men who had leprosy reached the edge of 
the camp and entered one of the tents. They ate and drank, and carried away silver, gold and 
clothes, and went off and hid them. They returned and entered another tent and took some 
things from it and hid them also. 2 Kings 7:8 

The lepers had discovered a gold mine and now had more than enough. When you and I accepted 

Christ, He provided everything we would ever need for salvation. He offers us an abundant life, 

full of all the best joys in life. [John 10:10] 

The lepers then realized they had a responsibility.  

Then they said to each other, “We’re not doing right. This is a day of good news and we are 
keeping it to ourselves. If we wait until daylight, punishment will overtake us. Let’s go at once 
and report this to the royal palace.” 2 Kings 7:9 

The salvation God has given you and me is too valuable for us to keep to ourselves. We must find 

ways to share what God has done with others. God has forgiven you and has left you here on 

earth to tell others what He has done and what He can do for them. 
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The lepers simply told what they knew. So they went and called out to the city gatekeepers and 

told them: 

“We went into the Aramean camp and not a man was there – not a sound of anyone – only 
tethered horses and donkeys, and the tents left just as they were. The gatekeepers shouted the 
news, and it was reported within the palace.” 2 Kings 7:10-11 

Sometimes we may wonder what we are to tell others about Jesus. We can learn a great deal from 

the four lepers who simply told their story – what they had found and how. 

Have you shared what you know with those around you? 

WHAT COMES NEXT? 
Thank you for taking the time to study these lessons.  

We are confident that if you apply their teachings, you will be well on your way to reaching the 

level of personal satisfaction, joy and contentment that God intended for you to have. 

If you are looking to find a New Testament Christian Church – a fellowship of believers which 

believes in and teaches the Bible – and if you live in our community, we invite you to check us 

out. If you live in another area, you can use the “Church Locator” found in the “Resources” 

section of our website.  

If you have any questions, or if we can be of assistance in any way, please contact us at any time. 

Our address and telephone number are listed directly below. The names and e-mail addresses of 

staff members are listed on our website. 
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